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OVERVIEW OF THE BOOK OF
'PHILEMON




Author, Date, Place of Writing

* Paul wrote this short letter [ gm' abl

| ably at the same time as
Colossians (A.D. 60 or 61) and sent it to Colosse with the same
iray2lars, Onesimus and Tychlcus

* He apparently wrote both letters from prison in Rome, though
POSSI U'/ [rom Ephesus.

* Prior:

I'he letter to the Colossians was sent through T/f_r,.:LJ
accompanied by Onesimus. Ihey also had with them lette
Church in Ephesus (Ephesians) and Philemon. (Col 4:7; Phil




Who is Philemon?
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* |nis was a successiul period for the apostle to the Gentiles 0 S
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many converts among both residents of Ephesus and visitors ol §
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* UOne of the visitors converted under Paul’s teac S ¢

~ . .. aslaveowner from the nearby city of Colossae (E
1:19).



https://biblia.com/bible/nlt/Philem%201.19

Where are we?
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* Once In ’era,Dferwqus)ahfﬁﬂ'bjzmxﬂgaat:xﬁf/f§5:_;i design, met
Paul, who promptly lec | i |
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by the hand of Tychicus. 5o, In AD 60 or 61 from a pris

Paul wrote a personal letter to Philemon and sent One
nack to Colossae




Recipient, Background, and Purpose
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» Paul wrote this letter to Philemon, a believer In Colossae who,
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along with others

Colossians 4:1 (NIV)

‘Masters, provide your slaves with what is right and fair, k
you kKnow that you also have a Master In heaven.
Ephesians 6:5 (NIV)

Slaves, obey your earthly masters with respect and fear,
Sincerity of heart, jLJS'E S you wou 'fJ obey Christ.
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Recipient, Background, and Purpose
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JJJUV/IMJVVJD WILLIN HJEU return to his master, and Paul

nersonal appeal to ask that he be accept

see vy, QL

-

s slaves, Onesimus, had apparently stolen from him «
run away, which under Roman law was punishabl



https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Phlm.1.18
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Phlm.1.10
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Phlm.1.16

Approach and Structure

> To win Philemon’s willing acceptance of Onesimus, Paul writes very
tactfully and In a lighthearted tone, which he creates with a woraplay «

note on v. 11).

» The appeal ~~ Is organized in a way prescribed by ancient Greek and
¥ )
Roman teacl

1Cners.
-to build rapport (vv. 4-10); to persuade the mind (vv.11-19); to move the
emotions (vv. 20-21).

(a)

* [he name Onesimus is not mentioned until the rapport has been built

[ i

' and the appeal itself is stated only near the end of E_'r__r-%' Section to
nersuade the mind = "


https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Phlm.1.11
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Phlm.1.4-Phlm.1.21
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Phlm.1.4-Phlm.1.10
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Phlm.1.11-Phlm.1.19
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Phlm.1.20-Phlm.1.21
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Phlm.1.10
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Phlm.1.17

General Lessons From This Book

* Live long enough, and you will understand the difficulty of offering forgiveness
when you have been wronged. It does not come easy, yet as believers, we have
to recognize that our ability and willingness to offer it are the result of Christ’s
saving work on the cross.

» Because of that fact, forgiveness serves as a determining factor in who we say we
are and how we hope to live our lives. When we do not forgive, bitterness takes
root in our hearts and chokes the vitality out of us.

* In what ways has forgiveness been a struggle for you since you accepted Christ’'s
forgiveness? Allow Paul’s letter to Philemon to encourage forgiveness in your own
life, and trust God to foster renewed life in your heart and your relationships.



Outline
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* Final Request, Greetings and Benediction



https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Phlm.1.1-Phlm.1.3
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Phlm.1.4-Phlm.1.7
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Phlm.1.8-Phlm.1.21
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Phlm.1.22-Phlm.1.25

LESSONS FROM THE BOOK OF PHILEMON




Meaning of hames in the Book of Philemon

1) Philemon means “affectionate”.
2) Onesimus means “profitable”; “useful”; “beneficial”.
3) Apphia means “increasing”.

4) Archippus means “a master of horses”.

5) Paul means “small”; “humble”.

6) Timothy means “honoring God".




Lessons from the Book of Philemon

1) Team-work
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vMentor and mentee working to
about reconcitliation and the practice of

Philemon 1:1 (NIV)

Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, ana limothy our brother
Philemon our dear friend and fellow Worker.

Qrgrvemeazfi

N gooda.

BIINC

('Ff'{’-:"-

T Qo
111 —
w W WwiMLiLGIlIW

]




Lessons from the Book of Philemon

2) Forgiveness and Trust

77 NI\ C al ad = ne At alwavie Anan # %
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-Paul's goal was not just to have Philemon tforgive Onesimus,
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however, also to accept him back, not as a slave but as someone
useful



Lessons from the Book of Philemon

2) Forgiveness and Trust.

Philemon 1:15-16 (NKJV)
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Lessons from the Book of Philemon

3) Accountability (to the great commission, even while in chains).

Philemon 1:10 (NIV)

'hat | appeal to you ror my son Urea ﬁQJSGVVhQ<b8CaHW%Tﬂ/ Son while | was In
ains.”

Matthew 28:19-20 (NIV)

I'herefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them Ir

the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them

everything | have commanded you. And surely | am with you al

very end of the age.”



Lessons from the Book of Philemon

4) Prayerful
Prayer was habitual for Paul. The principle of “when you pray” is also
recorded in Matthew 6:5-7 (NIV)

Philemon 1:4 (NLT)

| always thank my God when / pray ror you, Philemon, - £Emphasis mine

A 27 vt
~rayer prompt - vs 3

4 4 4 \ ~ fll \ 4 /
Frayer request - vs 6




Lessons from the Book of Philemon

5) Praise and Rejoice with one another

Paul ac'fﬁmo‘y\/lachecJ he following about Philemon.

-

a) Philemon’s faith in the Lord Jesus
b) Philemon’s love for all God’s JJEUJU[?:' (VS ’j)..
(c) Philemon was someone who loved others becau

aJc}ifJO\/“'J[echecJ that Philemon’s love has q]\/en NIm much

comtfort. And Philemon’s Kindness has often retreshed the |

God’s people



Lessons from the Book of Philemon

5) Praise and Rejoice with one

Philemon 1:4-5, 7 (NIV)

*| thank my God, making mention of you always in my prayers,

> hearing of your love and faith which you have toward th

and toward all the saints
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Lessons from the Book of Philemon

6) Reconcnhatlon
Paul’s Plea for Onesimus — (21 bl v GU))

2 Corinthians 5:17-20 (NIV)

I'herefore, If anyone Is In Christ, the new creation has come: I'he old has gone,
he new Is here! All this Is fmm 50d, Who reconciled us to himselr through
Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation:. that Gng Was reconciling the
world to himself In C'r rist, not counting people’s sins against them. e

committea to us the message or /'sJCJf/f”///:/!/Jf/ // 2 are 'f'r %«%f@ re C !
:‘J

ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us
l
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| on Christ's behalf: r_’jf reconciled to God.

EMpnasis mine.




Lessons from the Book of Philemon

7) Considerate
Paul's Plea for Onesimus - Philemon 1:8-9

Iherefore, althougn in Christ | could be bold and order you to do. v/m tyou
ougnt to do, yet I prefer to appeal to you on the basis of love. It IS as none
other than JDEJJ —ahn old man and now also a pris dner of Christ Jesus

|
Dhasis mine




Lessons from the Book of Philemon

7) Considerate
Paul's Plea for Onesimus - Philemon 1:8-9

Paul did not allow his position as an apostle to have a negative influence on how
he treated others. Rather, fully conscious of his place, position and influence, he
was very considerate on how he treated people. He allowed himself to be

guided by love - yet / prefer to appeal to you on the basis of love (vs 9a).




Lessons from the Book of Philemon

7) Considerate

Philippians 2:3-5 (NIV)

Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, In humitity
/alue others above your ‘59[/9 not looking to your own Interests but
2ach of you to 'he Interests ot the ot ners. N your relationships with one
another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus:
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Lessons from the Book of Philemon

Paul encourages Philemon to see pass the past. To see Onesimus no longer
as someone useless (unprofitable), but useful (profitable).

Philemon 1: 11 (NIV)

- \ ' o Vo= =4 i ACC T I i \ l‘r ANC t‘r y - = 7 rrr’r i e 21 1
J‘Uf”]%‘f[/ ne was useless to you, DULI10W fJf;‘,J'Jf"‘“,DiCQJ’fJPj [/sefuibotn to you

INd to me. Emphasis Mine

Philemon 1:15-17 (NIV)

Perhaps the reason he was separated from you for a little while was that y
might have him back forever— no longer as a slave, but better than g sla!
aS a gdear brother. He Is very dear. to’me but eyen dearer to you, both a

fellow man and &

DIy vt oA | , T T e Z
 brother in the Lord. So If you consjder, me

| . ,
nartner, welcome him as you would welcome me. Emphasis Mine



Lessons from the Book of Philemon

9) Practice of Forgiveness

Ve are not told about Philemon’s response to Paul, however, we can arrive

l 4 )

at a reasoning that Paul’'s goal was to have Philemon forgive Onesimus for

g away.

VELLEVTEER VALV B= Forgive us our sins, as We forgive those

against us.




Lessons from the Book of Philemon

9) Practice of Forgiveness

YOou understand the price He paid for your reconcitiation with the Father

You Will be a better person If you live a lifestyle of forgiveness
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resentment, bitterness, gruages, etc.




Lessons from the Book of Philemon

9) Practice of Forgiveness




Lessons from the Book of Philemon

10) Like minded companionship

- Paul refers to Philemon as ..my good friend and companion in this work (=[],
I:1a MSQ).

When we refer to ""_a minded com r) anionsnhip, we simply mean keeping company.
with someone who has similar goals and interests as you

-Ihis Is obvious In Paul's statement... my good friend and companion m rr S WOrk
(Phllemonlla MSG) By implication, they were together for a reason - they //orf’DJ
together and In this case for kJnJ,Jom purposes. '
-One of Paul's responsibilit Je;‘ was to plant churches and one of the churche
slanted was in Philemon’s house (..and to the ch *Jrcfr N your house ;. |

(NKJV)).



Lessons from the Book of Philemon

11) Trustworthy

A trustworthy person Is a reliable person. It Is commonly sald that trust Is
| )

DUiIlt or developed over time.

Irust Is earned through a series of exchanges and occurrences
Character traits exhibited by a persor




Lessons from the Book of Philemon

11) Trustworthy >
When we trust God, we are simply saying that in the absence of any trac
0f HiIm, when the occurrences around us do not seem to reflect Him, we
Cah depend and trust In RIS never changing character overtime. Ame

Philemon 1:21 (NKJV)

5
|

Having confidence in your obedience, | write to you, knowing that you wil

do even more than | say



Lessons from the Book of Philemon

12) Know your place
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Nnot go unnoticeda. We are taug

he lives of the people we associate with.

Paul related with several people In this Epistle and | want Us to s

progression and differences of the retationships.




Lessons from the Book of Philemon

12) Know your place
- When Paul related with Timothy, he referred to him as my brother/our
et (Philtemon 1:1b)
- When Paul related with Philemon, he referred to him as a good friend a
comparﬂur fellow laborer/worker, co-worker) =, [ 409

- When Paul related with Onesimus, he referred to him as his spiritual ch

(Philemon 1:10a)




Lessons from the Book of Philemon

13) Back to Basics
~and to the church'in your house ({11 -1 600 e @)




Lessons from the Book of Philemon

14) Relationship is currency

Relationship 1s indeed currency. It \
1fe through money, then we are tr
1fe.

Beyond what money can buy, le

r
pl:,w where we can gain anything

Spending a dime ev c—:/sz,

i=:c verse 18 and 19

ye obtain

ruly not liv
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Lessons from the Book of Philemon

15) Spiritual Indebtedness

-'he book of Philemon shows how spiritually indebted we are to Christ
- Paul did for Philemon and Onesimus what Jesus Christ has done for us
- At this po nt Philemon was spiritually indebted to the Apostie Paul.
Onesimus’ turn will come when he will be req uired to show some favo

e

D*JC:lLJ”:' of his relationship with Paul and the benefits he received fror
the Lord and Philemon, through Paul. |



Lessons from the Book of Philemon

16) Identity Realigned
- Philemon means Affectionate

Onesimus means Useful (Profitable; beneficial)

la ve masters are known to be hard hearted and will render

JJJme—*m J their slaves when nece::ar/ Howe ver, r’ffl’"ﬂﬂ Nas

C,C:J ition to act contrary to societal norms yet aligning vith his
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- Onesimus, once a slave to man, /—Jr not useful. Once he becomes

5y a
Slave to righteousness, he aligns wit 'J demt]t/ and becomes useful.




THE OUTGIVERS MINISTRIES



https://www.biblica.com/resources/scholar-notes/niv-study-bible/intro-to-philemon/
https://insight.org/resources/bible/the-pauline-epistles/philemon

